
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 
December 5, 2017 

In Attendance 

Trustees: Barak Bar-Cohen, Robert Ginsberg, Ruth Miller, Yamile Slebi, Pam Wakefield 

Not Present: Andrew Erlichson,  Audrey Gould, Mayor Liz Lempert, Kevin Royer 

Library Staff: Brett Bonfield, Susan Chernik, Karen Rackley, Hannah Schmidl, Sonja Vloeberghs 

Others: Emily Han (Teen Rep), Helen Heintz (Friends) 

At 7:02 p.m. Ms. Wakefield called the meeting to order and asked if proper notice of the meeting 
was given as required by the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S. 10:4-6 et seq). Ms. 
Rackley confirmed that on November 27 proper notice was posted in the library, published on the 
library’s website and, at 10:52 a.m., sent to the municipal clerks, the Princeton Packet, Town Topics, 
and Trenton Times and distributed to the standard distribution list. 

Ms. Wakefield thanked outgoing Board President, Kevin Royer. 

On behalf of the Trustees let me take this moment to acknowledge the deep gratitude we 
have for Kevin's service to the Princeton Public Library and through the Library to the entire 
community. 

Kevin brought thoughtful insight, integrity and energy to our discourse and decisions. 

We wish him well both as a colleague and a friend. 

The Board agreed to adjust the order of the meeting, to allow the arrival of Mr. Ginsberg and Ms. 
Slebi, who were attending an event at the Johnson Park Elementary School. 

Friends Report 

Ms. Heintz noted several upcoming Friends events: 

● Holiday book sale on Dec. 17. The event is well staffed and well stocked with inventory. 
● Two Evenings with Friends, Elin Hilderbrand on Dec. 8 and Joyce Carol Oates on Dec. 12.  
● A dance party chaired by Michele Kolb at the Arts Council on Feb. 10. Tickets are 

approximately $50 and there is space for 120 people. 
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● Spring Luncheon: the Friends hope to announce a speaker, chairs, date and location soon. 
● The 2018 Beyond Words benefit will feature speaker Fran Lebowitz. She will be introduced 

by Tracy K. Smith. It will be held at the new Lewis Arts Center at Princeton University on 
November 3, 2018. 

 
Ms. Heintz noted the updated Benefit details: profit of $113,000; $51,000 from the silent auction. 
The expenses for the Benefit were high, at approximately $100,000. The Friends are discussing 
ways to reduce the expenses for next year. 

December was a record month for the used book store, bringing in over $10,000. Ms. Heintz 
commended Ms. Bertrand, the manager of the bookstore and book sale. 

Public Comment 

Ms. Miller noted that she and Ms. Wakefield attended the Toni Morrison event at Richardson 
Auditorium, which was part of the Princeton & Slavery Project. The library was singled out several 
times as a co-sponsor by Ms. Morrison, Ms. Smith and Ms. Sandweiss. Ms. Wakefield thanked 
Hannah Schmidl.  

Ms. Schmidl noted that Marni Sandweiss acknowledged all the partners, was kind to the library, 
and was generous with her time. The University made Princeton & Slavery a purposefully 
collaborative project. 

The Gould Lecture with Harold T. Shapiro will be held on Dec. 10. Ms. Hermann organized and 
planned an event that promises to be very successful.  

Mr. Ginsberg arrived at 7:23 p.m. 

Mr. Bonfield noted that the library was recognized as a 5-star library by Library Journal for the 
second year in a row. 

Ms. Slebi arrived at 7:26 p.m. 

Consent Agenda  

● November 7, 2017 Meeting Minutes  
● October Bills  
● Preliminary November Bills  
● Resolution 2017-28: Acceptance of Designated Gifts, 4th Quarter 2017  
● Resolution 2017-29: Cooperative Purchasing Agreement  
● Resolution 2017-30: Grant Fund 2017 Operating Budget Amended 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda:  Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the Consent Agenda; Ms. Miller 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.   
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Director’s Report 

Mr. Bonfield noted that the library has been negotiating with vendors for over a month. The 
resolution to award the contract will be circulated to Board members prior to a special meeting 
to approve the contract, which is to be held on Dec. 8. 

Mr. Ginsberg asked if the quotes were within the price expected. Mr. Bonfield noted that the 
library needed to accept delivery of the carpet (already purchased in conjunction with the 
2Reimagine project) prior to the end of February. There was no programming scheduled in the 
Community Room for Jan. and Feb. because these are the library’s least busy months. During 
this time, the Youth Services will offer access to services and selections from the collection in 
the Community Room.    

Mr. Bonfield noted that, while vendor quotes were higher than anticipated, the library has 
negotiated a price that will fit our budget. We based our projections on the cost to recarpet the 
2nd floor and other due diligence. Unfortunately, there were factors we did not anticipate. By 
working solely with vendors who have state contracts, we have been able to negotiate the 
scope of the work in a way that works for our vendor of choice and the library.  

Mr. Bonfield noted that the library terminated its contract with the cleaning services contractor 
that was awarded the contract in July. Mr. McAvenia and Ms. Chernik have been reviewing the 
cleaning with the contractor and gave them several opportunities to improve. Unfortunately, 
their services remained unsatisfactory. Mr. Bonfield noted that BBC Cleaning Corp. was given a 
30-day notice at the beginning of December. The library plans to notice a request for bids for 
cleaning services this week. He noted that the library is arranging for temporary cleaning 
service. He notified the Board that bids will be due on Dec. 20 and, shortly thereafter, the Board 
may need to hold a special meeting to award the contract.  

Old Business 

Mr. Bonfield asked the Board to approve closing the library for Staff Development Day on 
December 7. Mr. Ginsberg motioned to approve the library closing for Staff Development Day 
on December 7; Ms. Wakefield seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

New Business 

Ms. Slebi, as part of the Board Officers Nominating Committee, proposed the following slate for 
Board Officers for 2018: Ms. Wakefield, President; Mr. Erlichson, Vice President; Mr. Bar-
Cohen, Treasurer.  

Executive Session 

Mr. Ginsberg moved to enter into closed session at 7:36 p.m. to discuss personnel matters. Mr. 
Miller seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
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A closed session meeting was held to discuss personnel matters. 

Ms. Miller moved to reconvene in open session at 8:25 p.m. No action was taken as a result of 
the closed session. Mr. Ginsberg seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Open Session 

The Board reconvened in open session. 

Meeting Schedule/Adjournment 

Ms. Miller moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Ginsberg seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for January 17, 2018. 


