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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 
October 3, 2017 

In Attendance 

Trustees: Barack Bar-Cohen , Andrew Erlichson, Robert Ginsberg, Audrey Gould, Mayor Liz 
Lempert, Ruth Miller, Kevin Royer, Yamile Slebi, Pam Wakefield  

Library Staff: Erica Bess, Brett Bonfield, Susan Chernik, Kim Dorman, Karen Rackley, Hannah 
Schmidl, Bonnie Sprouls, Sonja Vloeberghs 

Others: Emily Han (Teen Rep), Anish Kokkirala (Teen Rep), Melanie Stein (Friends)  

At 7:02 p.m. Mr. Royer called the meeting to order and asked if proper notice of the meeting was 
given as required by the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S. 10:4-6 et seq).  
Ms. Rackley confirmed that on September 25, 2017 proper notice was posted in the library, published 
on the library’s website, and at 9:22 a.m. sent to the municipal clerks, the Princeton Packet, Town 
Topics, and Trenton Times and sent to the standard distribution list. 

Consent Agenda 

 September 5, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

 August Bills 

 Preliminary September Bills 

 Resolution 2017-31: Acceptance of Designated Gifts, 3rd Quarter 2017 

Approval of Consent Agenda: Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the Consent Agenda; Ms. Miller 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Board Materials  

There was no discussion on the Monthly Report.  

Friends of the Library Report 

Ms. Stein noted: 

 The November 4 Annual Benefit is on track. The Friends are planning for 2018 already.  
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 Seva Kramer, FOPPL Council Member, is working on a procedure manual to document 
institutional processes. 

 The Friends continue to recruit volunteers. 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

Director’s Report 

Mr. Bonfield noted: 

 The library will be closed in 2018 for the same holidays and observances as the previous 
year. He will put forth the date for the early closing to accommodate the 2018 A Capella 
night as soon as it becomes scheduled.  

 The library will close for a few days for carpet installation in January or February, if 
necessary. The update for those dates will happen at the December Trustees meeting. 
The resolution for the carpet installers will be put before the board at the November 
meeting. The work should take six weeks to complete. 

 The library does not anticipate needing to close for the 2018 Beyond Words benefit. He 
hopes to have an announcement about that in time for the 2017 benefit. 

 The library is making progress on getting the new security cameras installed on the 1st 
and 3rd floors. The library is working with the contractor and consultant who completed 
the 2nd floor project. 

 With the library between development directors, a few staff members have been 
reassigned through at least the end of the year. Janie Hermann, Kim Dorman and 
Hannah Schmidl are reporting to Assistant Director Erica Bess. Sonja Vloeberghs is 
reporting to the Executive Director. 

 He expects the library to make an offer next week for its open Director of Development 
position, with an anticipated start date in mid-November.  

Old Business 

There was no old business. 

New Business 

Board of Trustees Meeting Schedule for 2018 

The Board discussed a schedule for Board dates in 2018. The Board agreed to 2018 Board 
meetings to be held the third Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. Mr. Bonfield will provide a list 
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of dates to the Board with alternate dates proposed if there are conflicts with holidays or other 
events. 

Library Closing Dates and Holidays for 2018 

Ms. Wakefield suggested the Board consider closing the library on Christmas Eve and on New 
Year’s Eve in 2018. There was discussion about closing the library on those two dates. Mr. 
Bonfield agreed to provide door count and checkout statistics at November’s Board meeting so 
the Board can make a decision based on those statistics.  

Mr. Ginsberg motioned to approve the library closing dates and holidays as proposed in the 
Board packet. Ms. Miller seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Closed Session 

Mr. Ginsberg motioned to go into closed session; Mr. Erlichson seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. The board went into closed session at 8:29 p.m. 

There was discussion of personnel issues during the closed session. 

Adjournment 

After discussion ended, upon motion of Mr. Ginsberg, seconded by Ms. Wakefield, the Board 
exited closed session at 8:50 p.m. 

Upon motion of Mr. Royer, seconded by Ms. Wakefield, the board adjourned at 8:50 p.m.   


