
 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
MEETING MINUTES 
December 5, 2016 

At 6:34 p.m. Mr. Royer called the meeting to order and confirmed with Ms. Vloeberghs that 
proper notice of the meeting was given as required by the New Jersey Open Public Meetings 
Act (N.J.S. 10:4-6 et seq). Notice was sent to the municipal clerks, the Princeton Packet, Town 
Topics, and Trenton Times, posted in the library, and distributed to the standard distribution 
list. 

Attendees 

Trustees: Barack Bar-Cohen, Robert Ginsberg, Audrey Gould, Kiki Jamieson, Mayor Liz 
Lempert, Ruth Miller, Kevin Royer, Pam Wakefield 

 
Staff: Erica Bess, Brett Bonfield, Susan Chernik, Janet Hauge, Kelsey Ockert, Karen 

Rackley, Hannah Schmidl, Bonnie Sprouls, Sonja Vloeberghs 

Other: Julia Marshall (Teen Rep) 

November 7, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the November 7, 2016 Minutes; Ms. Wakefield seconded the 
motion. Mr. Erlichson abstained as he was not in attendance at the November 7 Board meeting. 
There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  

October 2016 Bills and Preliminary November 2016 Bills 

Ms. Wakefield moved approval of the October 2016 Bills and the Preliminary November 2016 
Bills; Ms. Miller seconded the motion. Ms. Jamieson and Ms. Lempert arrived after the vote. 
There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Board Materials (No Action Required) 

There were no questions, comments or discussion regarding the Monthly Report.  



 

December 5, 2016 Minutes 

Friends Report 

Ms. Stein was not present at the meeting. Ms. Wakefield noted that she and Ms. Miller spoke 
with Ms. Stein about the need for Friends volunteers to help with the benefit, book sale, and 
bookstore. She also noted that the Friends have not made a decision on a benefit date but 
suspected that it would likely occur in early 2018, rather than late 2017. 

Public Comment 

Ruth Miller commented that she attended the Saturday afternoon reading filibuster of A 
Christmas Carol at the library, which was produced in collaboration with McCarter Theatre. She 
noted that she was one of the readers. She thanked Ms. Ockert for the wonderful event. Board 
members suggested possibly involving the University as well as the High School next year. 

New Business 

2017 Board Meeting Dates 

Mr. Royer referred the Board to the 2017 proposed Board meeting dates included in their 
packet. Mr. Ginsberg moved to accept the 2017 Board meeting dates; Mr. Erlichson 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2017 Officer Nominating Committee Report and Recommendation 

Mr. Ginsburg, speaking on behalf of the Nominating Committee (Mr. Ginsburg, Ms. Gould 
and Ms. Jamieson), thanked those that held office in 2016, and recommended the same 
slate of officers for 2017. 

Mr. Royer asked for any other recommendations or volunteers for the slate of officers; 
none were offered.  

Mr. Ginsburg moved to appoint Kevin Royer as Board President; Pam Wakefield as Board 
Vice President and Barak Bar-Cohen as Board Treasurer; Ms. Jamieson seconded the 
motion. There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

2017 Compensation Benchmarking Committee Report 

The Compensation Benchmarking Committee, consisting of Ms. Miller, Ms. Wakefield and 
Mr. Bar-Cohen, met with Mr. Bonfield, Ms. Sprouls and Ms. Chernik to review the data 
gathered. Position salary bands at the library were compared to like position bands at peer 
libraries in Livingston, Darien, Westport, Monroe, Ridgewood, and East Brunswick. 
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Ms. Sprouls noted that additional information will be available in the form of a report from 
the Hay Group that is being prepared for Somerset County Library. 

Ms. Miller commended Ms. Sprouls and Ms. Chernik on their efforts. After discussion about 
data collection and analysis, the committee’s findings were that for comparably titled 
positions, the salary bands at the Princeton Public Library are similar to those libraries used 
in the comparison. 

Code of Conduct Amendment 

Mr. Royer referred the Board to the revisions shown on the Code of Conduct included in 
their packet. Mr. Ginsberg moved to amend the Code of Conduct; Ms. Miller seconded the 
motion. 

Mr. Royer noted the changes recommended to the Code of Conduct initially addressed only 
the section addressing the permissible uses of the restrooms. He noted that during 
revisions, the entire Code of Conduct was reviewed and updated. There was discussion 
among the Board members and the staff members present regarding the recommended 
changes to the Code of Conduct.  

The Board suggested revising the wording of the Code of Conduct based on their discussion, 
having the staff review the wording and reviewing the final changes prior to their approval. 
Ms. Wakefield moved to postpone the approval of the changes to the Code of Conduct until  
the next Board meeting on January 3, 2017; Mr. Ginsburg seconded the motion; the motion 
passed unanimously. 

Old Business 

2Reimagine Update 

Ms. Wakefield noted that the project is still on schedule and on budget. She expressed her 
excitement about the progress of the 2nd floor. Ms. Wakefield noted that approximately 
25% of the ceiling has been installed, the walls have been painted and approximately 50% 
of the glass has been installed. 

Director’s Report 

Mr. Bonfield noted the following: 

● The staff held their Holiday Party in the Community Room on December 1, 2016. The 
event was wonderful and the food delicious. Mr. Bonfield commended Bonnie Sprouls 
for her efforts in organizing the event. 
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● The library participated in several timely programs in November: Election Night on 
November 8, a Community Gathering on November 10, a follow-up meeting with 
Community Leaders on November 30 at the Arts Council, and Post-Election Analysis on 
November 28.  Mr. Bonfield gave credit to community partners and staff members Janie 
Hermann, Kim Dorman, Hannah Schmidl, and several other colleagues who helped 
organize and staff these events, or participated in them as library representatives. 

● Board members made an effort to find an agreeable time for the 2017 board meetings; 
Mr. Bonfield thanked the Board.  

● He met with OISP representatives regarding partnership for town-wide WiFi; OISP will 
be invited to present for 30 minutes at the January Board meeting. 

● The presentations by Alison Macrina, who was recommended to conduct assemblies 
held by the Princeton Public Schools, were not what he anticipated; he was surprised 
and disappointed. 

● The library is receiving responses to the survey with the expectation to close out the 
survey by the end of the week.  

Board Comments 

There were no comments. 

Meeting Schedule/Adjournment 

Ms. Miller moved to adjourn the public meeting. Ms. Wakefield seconded the motion The 
motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

The next Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 3, 2017 at 7 p.m.  


