
 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

October 18, 2016 

At 6:02 p.m. Mr. Royer called the meeting to order and confirmed with Ms. Rackley that proper 
notice of the meeting was given as required by the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S. 
10:4-6 et seq). Notice was sent to the municipal clerks, the Princeton Packet, Town Topics, and 
Trenton Times, posted in the library, and distributed to the standard distribution list. 

Attendees 

Trustees: Barack Bar-Cohen, Andrew Erlichson, Robert Ginsberg, Audrey Gould, Kiki 
Jamieson, Mayor Liz Lempert, Kevin Royer, Pam Wakefield 

Not Present: Ruth Miller 

Staff: Erica Bess, Brett Bonfield, Susan Chernik, Susan Conlon, Kelsey Ockert, Karen 
Rackley, Hannah Schmidl, Bonnie Sprouls, Sonja Vloeberghs 

Other: Melanie Stein (Friends) 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the Consent Agenda minus the September 20, 2016 minutes. 
Ms. Jamieson seconded the motion. The minutes were removed from the consent agenda. 
There was no discussion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 September 2016 Bills 

 October 2016 Preliminary Bills 

September 20, 2016 Minutes 

Mayor Lempert moved approval of the September 20, 2016 Minutes; Ms. Wakefield 
seconded the motion. Mr. Ginsburg abstained as he was not in attendance at the 
September 20 board meeting. There was no discussion. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
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Board Materials 

Mr. Royer mentioned the Board Materials included in the Board packet. There was no 
discussion on the included materials. 

Quotes for Products and Services 

The following quotes were solicited, and purchase orders issued, during the third 
quarter of 2016: 

Payroll Processing 7/13/2016 – 7/13/2017 

Paychex (estimate, not quote) $14,855 
ADP, Inc. $16,846 Awarded 

ADP is our current provider and offers additional modules and reporting. 

Per unit rates for electric and gas 

 Electric – 48 month contract 

Direct Energy $.09731 per kilowatt-hr Awarded 
Talen Energy $.0976 per kilowatt-hr  
Hudson Energy $.1051 per kilowatt-hr 

 Gas – 36 month contract 

Sprague $.4579 per therm Awarded 
Fixed rate for 36 months  

PSE&G $.489 per therm 
Market rate would be charged 

Tent rental for Children’s Book Festival 

Adams Party Rental $5,230 Awarded 
B&B Tent & Party Rental $5,133 

Scaffold Services for electric shade repairs 

Scaffolding Towers of America $5,600 Awarded 
Superior Scaffold Services $6,650 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 
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New Business 

Resolution 2016-27: Library Operating Budget Amendment for October of Budget Year 
2016 

Mr. Ginsberg moved to approve Resolution 2016-27; Ms. Jamieson seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Resolution 2016-28: Appointment of Official Records Custodian 

Mayor Lempert moved to approve Resolution 2016-28; Mr. Ginsberg seconded the 
motion. Following a few questions of clarification and discussion, the motion passed 
unanimously. 

Audit Presentation 

Mr. Royer welcomed the auditors from the firm of WithumSmith and Brown: Joyce 
Mayeresky, Relationship Partner, Fran Domitrowski, In Charge Auditor, and Charles 
Case, Engagement Partner. 

Mr. Case read relevant disclaimers and excerpted information from the report. Ms. 
Domitrowski and Ms. Mayeresky answered questions presented by the Board. Mr. Case 
thanked the library staff for their cooperation during the audit process. Ms. Jamieson 
enquired about a management letter. Mr. Case explained that because absence of 
identified issues during the audit of the library,  a management letter was not necessary 
this year. 

Ms. Mayeresky noted they will finalize, date and send the representation letter and final 
audit to the library.  

Old Business 

Princeton Public Library Plan for 2017 

Mr. Royer referred the Board to the Princeton Public Library Plan for 2017 included in 
their packet. He asked if there were any questions about the Plan. There were no 
questions. At the request of Mr. Royer, the Board provided its consent and approval to 
move forward with the 2017 Plan. 

(Draft) Operating Budget, 2017 

The draft Operating Budget 2017 was not included in the Board packet. Ms. Chernik 
noted that she has made a limited number of minor changes and that the health 
premium rate may be revised downward. The final draft of the 2017 Operating Budget 
will be presented to the Board for consideration when complete. 



 

October 18, 2016 Minutes 

(Draft) Capital Request, 2017 

Mr. Bonfield referred the Board to the revised draft 2017 Capital Request included in 
their packet. He noted that HVAC system is a high priority extraordinary expense. In 
making that adjustment to the request, other items were reprioritized or included in the 
2018 capital request. 

2Reimagine Update 

Ms. Wakefield noted that the 2Reimagine project is approximately half way to 
completion and that the project is on budget and on time. She noted that the architect, 
builder and owner’s representative continue to communicate well. Ms. Wakefield 
thanked the staff for all they’ve done with regard to the project and continuing to serve 
those in the library while under renovation.  

President’s Report 

There was no report. 

Director’s Report 

Mr. Bonfield thanked the Friends, especially Claire Bertrand and Seva Cramer, and those who 
volunteered their efforts to make the Friends Annual Book Sale a success. 

He also thanked the Youth Services department, especially Caroline Quinones, and all others 
involved with the successful Children’s Book Festival. 

He mentioned a few recent programs: Jen Weiner at D&R Greenway, the Unity Walk and Panel 
Discussions, and the Five-part Racial Literacy series, and congratulated Kim Dorman on 
becoming the library’s full-time Community Education Coordinator. 

Mr. Bonfield noted: 

 The library was making good progress on a privacy and social media program we would 
co-host with Princeton Public Schools in November.  

 The library will waive all card fees for students who attend any of the Princeton Public 
Schools. 

 He will meet with Anne Jarvis (University Librarian), Melody Mazuk (interim director of 
Seminary library), and Marcia Tucker (library director at the Institute) to discuss 
additional opportunities for collaboration. 

 He attended an informal meeting with the Municipal Council last week, along with 
representatives from the Public Schools and colleagues from other agencies that receive 
municipal funding, and have spoken with colleagues in the municipality about 2017.  

 A Technology Advisory Committee is being formed and Bill Godfrey has agreed to serve 
as chair; the library has been in communication with some key people who have agreed 
to serve on the TAC; they will have their first meeting next month. 
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 The library is planning to hold off on Staff Development Day until early next year and 
make it a training day for the 2nd floor.  

 The library will close at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, December 9 for A Capella Night. 

 The Budget vs. Actual and Operating (detail) will be presented next month, as will the 
proposed Board Meeting Schedule.  

 He has been voted onto the Princeton Merchants Association board.  

Board Comments 

There were no comments. 

Executive Session 

Mr. Ginsberg moved to enter into closed session at 6:57 p.m. to discuss personnel matters. Mr. 
Royer seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

A closed session meeting was held to discuss personnel matters. 

Ms. Wakefield moved to reconvene in open session at 7:08 pm. No action was taken as a result 
of the closed session. Ms. Jamieson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Open Session 

The Board reconvened in open session. 

Meeting Schedule/Adjournment 

Ms. Wakefield moved to adjourn the public meeting. Mr. Erlichson seconded the motion The 
motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 

The next Board meeting will be held on Monday November 7, 2016 at 6:30 pm.  


