
 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING MINUTES 
June 6, 2017 

In Attendance 

Trustees: Andrew Erlichson, Robert Ginsberg, Audrey Gould, Mayor Liz Lempert, Ruth 
Miller, Kevin Royer, Yamile Slebi, Pam Wakefield 

Not Present: Barak Bar-Cohen 

Library Staff: Erica Bess, Brett Bonfield, Susan Chernik, Susan Conlon, Karen Rackley, Hannah 
Schmidl, Bonnie Sprouls, Sonja Vloeberghs 

Others: Brad Caruso (WithumSmith+Brown, on phone), Gerrit Dispersyn, Dana Molina 
(Friends), Joyce Mayeresky (WithumSmith+Brown), Virginia Piccolo 
(WithumSmith+Brown), Arthniel Scott (WithumSmith+Brown) 

  
At 7:03 p.m., Mr. Royer called the meeting to order and asked if proper notice of the meeting was 
given as required by the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S. 10:4-6 et seq). Ms. Rackley 
confirmed that proper notice was provided. On May 30, 2017 notice of this meeting was posted in 
the library, published on the library’s website and at 9:13 a.m. sent to the municipal clerk, Princeton 
Packet, Town Topics, and Trenton Times and distributed to the standard distribution list. 

Consent Agenda  

 May 2, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

 April Bills 

 Preliminary May Bills 

 Resolution 2017-16: Acceptance of Princeton Public Library Foundation  
2Reimagine Gifts 

 Resolution 2017-17: Final Costs for Architectural and Engineering Consulting Fees and 
Reimbursable Expenses for the 2Reimagine Project 

Mr. Royer moved approval of the Consent Agenda; Ms. Miller seconded the motion. There was 
no discussion; the motion passed unanimously.  
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Audit Presentation 

Ms. Chernik introduced the auditors from the firm of WithumSmith+Brown: Brad Caruso, Joyce 
Mayeresky, Virginia Piccolo and Niel Scott. Ms. Mayersky advised the Board of certain 
disclaimers regarding the preparation of the audit and report and highlighted certain 
information from the report. She noted that the auditing team received full cooperation from 
the management and staff of the library. RE 
 

Required Communications from the 
Auditing Team 

Comments from the Auditing Team 

Our judgments about the quality of 
significant accounting policies and 
changes in significant accounting policies 

The presentation and disclosures included in 
the financial statements are in accordance a 
regulatory basis of accounting as prescribed 
by the New Jersey Department of 
Community Affairs, Division of Local 
Government Services. 

Significant accounting policies employed in 
the preparation of its financial statements 
are disclosed in the notes to the financial 
statements. 

Management’s judgments and 
accounting estimates 

The financial statements contained no 
significant estimates. 

Significant audit adjustments that were 
recorded and unrecorded adjustments 
considered by management to be 
immaterial 

No audit or waived adjustments were 
identified. 

Responsibility for information in other 
documents containing audited financial 
statements and the auditors’ report 

Management is responsible for informing us 
on a timely basis about other published 
information, which will include the financial 
statements. We are responsible for reading 
the document in its entirety and ensuring 
that there is no information contradictory to 
the financial statements or knowledge 
gained during the conduct of our audit. 

Consultation with other accountants We are not aware of such consultations 
between management and other 
accountants. 

Major issues discussed with None to report. 
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management prior to retention 

Difficulties encountered in performing 
the audit, irregularities or illegal acts 

None to report. 

Material weaknesses in the internal 
control environment over financial 
reporting 

No material weaknesses identified. 

Disagreements with management None to report. 

Independence We are not aware of any relationships 
between WithumSmith+Brown, P.C. and the 
Library, that, in our professional judgment, 
may reasonably be thought to bear on our 
independence. Relating to our audit of the 
financial statements of Library as of 
December 31, 2016 and for the year then 
ended, we are independent certified public 
accountants with respect to the Library 
within the meaning of the applicable 
published rules and regulations of the 
American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants’ Code of Professional Conduct, 
its interpretations and rulings as well as 
under Government Auditing Standards. 

 
The auditing team answered questions presented by the Board. Ms. Mayeresky thanked the 
library staff for their cooperation during the audit process, especially Ms. Chernik. Ms. Chernik 
expressed her thanks to library staff member Susan Orsini.  

Ms. Mayeresky noted they will finalize, date and send the representation letter and final audit 
to the library. 

Mr. Ginsberg moved approval of the 2016 Audit performed and presented by 
WithumSmith+Brown; Ms. Wakefield seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Friends Report 
Dana Molina noted that the Friends’ Book Sale will be held at the library on June 23 and 24. The 
Benefit will be held on November 4 in the library. Elements is the Presenting Sponsor for the 
Benefit. The Friends and the Library hired Claire Bertrand as the Book Sale and Bookstore 
Manager. Ms. Bertrand will be working 15 hours per week, reporting to Ms. Vloeberghs in 
Lending Services. There is now an opening on the Friends Council because Ms. Bertrand has 
stepped down to accept the part-time position. 
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Director’s Report 

 Mr. Bonfield noted that the Request for Bids for Cleaning Services for the library are due 
on June 23 with an expected award of contract following a vote from the Board at the 
July meeting. 

 He noted that the first program held in the Newsroom was a success.  

 He noted that he has been reviewing a three-part webinar series: Measures that Matter, 
a project to collect public library data and conduct assessment that is more closely 
related to outcomes. The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the Chief 
Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) have initiated this project to begin to 
examine, evaluate and map the landscape of public library data collection in the United 
States. 

Surveillance Policy 

Mr. Bonfield noted that the library will post signage by the front door of the library making the 
public aware that the library utilizes surveillance security measures. 

Filming and Photography Policy 

Mr. Bonfield referred the Board to the Filming and Photography Policy included in their Board 
packet.  

Mr. Royer moved approval of the Filming and Photography Policy; Ms. Miller seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

Foundation Board Appointments 

Mr. Bonfield referred the Board to the Princeton Public Library Foundation Board nominees 
included in their Board packet. There were no objections to the nominees. Mr. Ginsberg moved 
approval of the Foundation Board nominees; Ms. Wakefield seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously.  

Meeting Schedule/Adjournment 

Ms. Miller moved to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Ginsberg seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 

The next Board meeting is scheduled for July 11, 2017. 


