PRIMARY SOURCE -- PRESENTER BIOS

Joe Conlon has worked in television production for 27 years, 24 of them with New Jersey Network (NJN), the statewide public television network. He started as a studio cameraman and later worked as sound and camera in documentary style field work. He has won numerous awards for this work including NY and Philadelphia Emmy’s for individual achievement in sound and camera. In 1999, Joe started work as an Engineer in Charge for NJN’s original and local programs. In addition to regular studio productions he has supervised special events such as NJN’s election night coverage and major speech’s by recent governors. He also designed and built new facilities including NJN’s new digital production truck capable of 7-camera live event coverage. In 2007 he became the Newark Station Manager for NJN’s 17,000 sq. ft.  Newark facility which includes studio space and NJN’s Newark news operation.
Rick Sinding has had a 35-year career in journalism, government and nonprofit management in New Jersey. He has been a reporter with the Trenton Times, an editorial writer with the Bergen Record, editor of New Jersey Reporter magazine, and managing editor of The Princeton Packet. He has served in state government as a policy advisor to the governor, as communications director for the State Energy Office and the Department of Health, and as assistant commissioner for policy and planning in the Department of Environmental Protection. He was president of the Center for Analysis of Public Issues and executive director of New Jersey HealthDecisions: A Citizens' Committee on Biomedical Ethics. He taught for 10 years as a visiting lecturer in the Department of Journalism and Media Studies at Rutgers. He is presently senior communications consultant for New Jersey Future, a nonprofit research and policy group that advocates smart growth, environmental protection, neighborhood revitalization, and transportation choice.

Maureen Smyth recently earned an MLIS from the School of Communication, Information and Library Studies at Rutgers University. She currently serves as a School Librarian at Gill St. Bernard’s School in Peapack, New Jersey and as a volunteer Youth Services Librarian at Princeton Public Library. Past professional experience includes 17 years in the fields of archaeology and museums. While serving as Assistant Direct/Curator at the Historical Society of Princeton, she developed educational programming, often in collaboration with Princeton Public Library. She also holds an MA in archaeology from Boston University and a Preservation Management Certificate from Rutgers University. She has frequently talked to students of all ages about documenting, researching, and presenting history.
Donald M. Wilson worked 35 years at Time Incorporated and Time Warner, publishers of TIME , LIFE , SPORTS ILLUSTRATED and other magazines. In his early years there he was a reporter in the U.S. and a foreign correspondent in Southeast Asia covering among other stories, the Korean war and the war for independence in Vietnam. He then was transferred to Washington as LIFE Bureau Chief directing the magazine's coverage of  the U.S. government and ultimately the campaigns for presidential nominations leading up to the 1960 election. After John F. Kennedy was elected in 1960, Wilson was appointed Deputy Director of the United States Information Agency, the government department responsible for disseminating information about this country. He left the government in 1965, eventually becoming general manager of Time-Life International and a vice president of the company. After retirement he and a colleague created NJBIZ, now a leading New Jersey newspaper covering business in the state. For the past 15 years he has been vice president of the Independent Journalism Foundation, a nonprofit that created and operates training programs for journalists in Eastern Europe and Southeast Asia.
