It’s About Time: 

Films with Time Travel Themes 

Back to the Future

It's the mid-80's, and Marty McFly is your average 17-year-old slacker who happens to be friends with an inventor, Doc Brown. Doc's latest invention is a time machine, that ends up transporting Marty back to 1955 where he must bring his parents together so that he will exist when he gets back to his own time. DVD F Bac, YA DVD F Bac.

Sequels: Back to the Future 2 & 3.

Directed by Robert Zemeckis.
Cast: Michael J. Fox, Christopher Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Crispin Glover.

Running time: 116 min. Rated PG. 1985. DVD F Bac, YA DVD F Bac

Big

A 12-year-old boy's wish comes true when he asks a mechanical carnival genie to make him 'big'. He manages to land a job at a toy company where he experiences the complications of being an adult.

Directed by Penny Marshall.

Cast: Tom Hanks, Elizabeth Perkins, Robert Loggia, John Heard.

Running time: 104 min. Rated PG. 1988. DVD F Big

Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventure

Screwball comedy about two high school students who face a difficult history exam. With the help of a time-traveling messenger they round up some historical heavyweights for their class project!

Directed by Stephen Herek.
Cast: Keanu Reeves, Alex Winter, George Carlin.

Running time: 90 min. Rated PG. 1991. YA DVD F Bil

Click

A workaholic architect finds a universal remote that allows him to fast-forward and rewind to different parts of his life. Complications arise when the remote starts to make its own choices.

Directed by Frank Coraci.
Cast: Adam Sandler, Kate Beckinsale, Christopher Walken, David Hasselhoff, Henry Winkler, Julie Kavner, Sean Astin, Cameron Monaghan, Jennifer Coolidge, Rachel Dratch.
Running time: 107 min. Rated PG-13. 2006. DVD F Cli

Donnie Darko

An edgy, psychological thriller about a suburban teen coming face-to-face with his dark destiny. Donnie Darko is a delusional high-school student visited by a demonic rabbit with eerie visions of the past, and deadly predictions for the future.

Directed by Richard Kelly.
Cast: Jake Gyllenhaal, Jena Malone, Drew Barrymore, James Duvall, Beth Grant, Maggie Gyllenhaal, Mary McDonnell, Holmes Osborne, Katharine Ross, Patrick Swayze, Noah Wyle.

Running time: 113 min. Rated R. 2001. YA DVD F Don

Groundhog Day

A romantic comedy about a weatherman caught in a personal time warp where it is Groundhog Day again, and again, and again. First he uses this to his advantage, but then he realizes that he might be doomed to spend the rest of eternity in the same place, seeing the same people, and doing the same thing every day.

Directed by Harold Ramis.

Cast: Bill Murray, Andie MacDowell, Chris Elliott, Stephen Tobolowsky, Brian Doyle-Murray.
Running time: 101 min. Rated PG. 1993. F DVD Gro

Kate and Leopold

Kate and her actor brother live in 21st century New York. Her ex-boyfriend, Stuart, has found a spot near the Brooklyn Bridge where there is a gap in time-- one can return to the 19th century. Stuart goes back to the 1870s and takes pictures, then is followed back to New York by Leopold. Leopold gets help with fitting into the 21st century from Kate's brother Charlie, and meets Kate herself. Kate is climbing the corporate ladder in advertising, but her growing feelings for Leopold cause her to reevaluate her priorities in life.

Directed by James Mangold.
Cast: Meg Ryan, Hugh Jackman, Liev Schreiber, Breckin Meyer, Natasha Lyonne, Bradley Whitford, Philip Bosco.

Running time: 121 min. PG-13. 2001. DVD F Kat
It's A Wonderful Life

A man is prevented from committing suicide by an elderly angel, who takes him back through his life to see what good he has done, and how the world would be if he had not been born.

Directed by Frank Capra.

Cast: James Stewart, Donna Reed, Lionel Barrymore, Thomas Mitchell, Beulah Bondi, Gloria Grahame.

Running time: 132 min. Not rated. 1946. DVD F Its

Memento

An intricate crime story about a man who has lost his short term memory due to a rare brain disorder. Now he is out to catch his wife's murderer, whose identity he cannot ever know for sure. The more he tries to figure out what is true and real, the more he sinks deeper into a multi-layered abyss of uncertainty and surprises.

Directed by Christopher Nolan.

Cast: Guy Pearce, Carrie-Ann Moss, Joe Pantoliano, Mark Boone Junior. Running time: 113 min. Rated R. 2000.
Primer

Everything you think you know about modern science is about to unravel in this critically acclaimed film about two young engineers and the consequences they face when they invent a machine that enables them to travel back in time.

Directed by Shane Carruth. 

Running time: 77 min. PG-13. 2003.
DVD F Pri

Run Lola Run

A thrilling roller-coaster ride about two star-crossed lovers who have only minutes to change the course of their lives. Time is running out: Lola has just received a frantic call from her boyfriend Manni, who's accidentally lost a small fortune he was to deliver to his mobster boss. If they cannot find a way to replace the money within twenty minutes, Manni will surely suffer severe consequences.

Directed by Tom Tykwer.

Running time: 81 min. Rated PG-13. 1998.

F DVD Run, YA F DVD Run
Sleeper

Miles Monroe enters the hospital in 1973 for a minor ulcer operation only to wake up 200 years later after being defrosted. As Miles tries to adjust to his new environment, he is re-programmed, de-programmed, chased by Big Brother-like police, and falls for Luna, an underground poet.

Directed by Woody Allen. 

Cast: Woody Allen, Diane Keaton, John Beck, Mary Gregory, John McLiam, Bartlett Robinson, Don Keefer.

Running time: 87 min. Rated PG. 1973. DVD F Sle
Sliding Doors

A London woman's love life and career both hinge, unknown to her, on whether or not she catches a train.
Directed by Peter Howitt. 

Cast: Gwyneth Paltrow, John Hannah.

Running time: 99 min. Rated: PG-13. 1998. DVD F Sli, VIDEO F Sli
The Terminator

In 2029, the ruling giant super-computer, Skynet, sends an indestructible cyborg, a Terminator, back in time to 1984 to kill a woman, Sarah Connor, whose unborn son will become mankind's only hope.

Directed by James Cameron.

Running time: 107 min. Rated R. 1984. DVD F Ter

13 going on 30
Directed by Gary Winick.
Jenna makes a wish on her 13th birthday to be 30 and grown up. When she wakes up the next day she finds herself, miraculously, just weeks away from her 30th birthday. The new, older Jenna is a successful magazine editor with friends in high places and a lion's share of potential suitors. The problem is that her mind hasn't matured with her body and Jenna finds it a little more terrifying than cool to be living on her own.

Running time: 97 min. Rated PG-13. 2004. DVD F Thi, YA DVD F Thi

Time After Time

H.G. Wells, whose time-travel pursuit of Jack the Ripper delivers him to a modern-day San Francisco, discovers a society far different from the utopia he had envisioned.
Directed by Nicholas Meyer.

Cast: Malcolm McDowell, David Warner, Mary Steenburgen.

Running time: 112 min. Rated PG. 1979. DVD F Tim
Time Bandits

A young boy escapes his gadget-obsessed parents to join a band of time-traveling dwarves. Armed with a map stolen from the Supreme Being, they plunder treasure from Napoleon and Agamemnon, but the Evil Genius is watching their every move!
Directed by Terry Gilliam.
Running time: 116 min. Rated PG. 1981. DVD F Tim
The Time Machine

Desperate to alter the course of time, a visionary scientist invents a revolutionary machine that propels him 800,000 years into the future. There he discovers that humans have evolved into two groups: the hunters and the hunted. Now he must fight to save himself, and all of mankind, in a final, desperate battle.
Directed by Simon Wells.
Cast: Guy Pearce, Samantha Mumba, Orlando Jones, Mark Addy and Jeremy Irons.
Running time: 96 min. Rated PG-13. 2002. F DVD Tim

Coming soon: More titles related to this theme will be added to this list and the library collection.
More titles can be found at:

http://www.timetravelreviews.com/movies_list.html
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