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Adoff, Jaime. The Death of Jayson Porter.  YA F Ado.

In the Florida projects, sixteen-year-old Jayson struggles with the harsh realities of his life which include an abusive mother, a drug-addicted father, and not fitting in at his predominately white school, and bring him to the brink of suicide.
Bingham, Kelly. Shark Girl. YA F Bin
After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, fifteen-year-old Jane, an aspiring artist, struggles to come to terms with her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-day life and her plans for the future.
Bryant, Jennifer. Ringside 1925: Views From the Scopes Trial A Novel. YA F Bry.
Visitors, spectators, and residents of Dayton, Tennessee, in 1925 describe, in a series of free-verse poems, the Scopes "monkey trial" and its effects on that small town and its citizens.
Burg, Anne E. All the Broken Pieces. YA F Bur.

Two years after being airlifted out of Vietnam in 1975, Matt Pin is haunted by the terrible secret he left behind and, now, in a loving adoptive home in the United States, a series of profound events forces him to confront his past.
Carson, Anne. Autobiography of Red. Non-F 811Car.

A stunning work that is both a novel and a poem, both an unconventional re-creation of an ancient Greek myth and a wholly original coming-of-age story set in the present.

Carvell, Marlene. Sweetgrass Basket. YA F Cav.

In alternating passages, two Mohawk sisters describe their lives at the Carlisle Indian Industrial School, established in 1879 to educate Native Americans, as they try to assimilate into white culture and one of them is falsely accused of stealing. 
Collins, Pat Lowery. The Fattening Hut. YA F Col.

A teenage girl living on a tropical island runs away to escape her tribe's customs of arranged marriages and female genital mutilation.

Cormier, Robert. Frenchtown Summer. YA F Cor. 

A series of vignettes in free verse in which the writer reminisces about his life as a twelve-year-old boy living in a small town during the hot summer of 1938.

*Corrigan, Eireann. You Remind Me of You. YA 811 Cor.

This startling autobiographical account tells of a young woman's battle with eating disorders that put her in and out of hospitals over a span of four years and led to her own parents fighting for the right to commit her. When her last source of support, her boyfriend, attempts suicide and ends up in a coma, she is forced to find strength from within.

Darrow, Sharon. Trash. YA F Dar.

Two teen siblings run from foster life -- and find new expression as graffiti artists -- in a stark but hopeful poetic novel. Reunited at last with their big sister Raynell in St. Louis, Boy and Sissy shed their old identities, reinvent themselves as graffiti artists, and splash their new names on city bridges and walls. But one night's expedition goes horribly wrong, and Sissy looks again to trash, this time as the beginning of something artful and beautiful. 

*Frost, Helen. Keesha's House.  YA F Fro.
Seven teens facing such problems as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse each describe in poetic forms what caused them to leave home and where they found home again.
Fields, Terri. After the Death of Anna Gonzales. YA F 811.54 Fie.
Brutally honest and authentic in tone, these poems center on the suicide of high school freshman Anna Gonzales. Each poem portrays a classmate's or teacher's personal reaction to the loss. Together, the poems create a moving testimony to the effects of one girl's devastating choice.

*Glenn, Mel. Split Image: A Story in Poems YA 811.54 Gle; YA PB Gle. 
A series of poems reflect the thoughts and feelings of various people--students, the librarian, parents, the principal, and others--about the seemingly perfect Laura Li and her life inside and out of Tower High School.
*Grimes, Nikki.  Bronx Masquerade. YA F Gri.

While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems they've written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless classmates.
Hahn, Mary Downing. The Wind Blows Backward. YA PB Hah.

Although they share a love of poetry and problems with their parents, a shy high school senior's attraction to a popular classmate is tempered by her fear of his moody, self-destructive side.

Hemphill, Stephanie. Things Left Unsaid: A Novel in Poems. YA F Hem

After a lifetime of conforming to the image of what her parents and high school friends want her to be, Sarah must come to terms with her own identity when her destructive best friend tries to commit suicide.

*Herrera, Juan Felipe. Crashboomlove: A Novel in Verse. YA F Her; YA PB Her.

After his father leaves home, sixteen-year-old Cesar Garcia lives with his mother and struggles through the painful experiences of growing up as a Mexican American high school student.
Hemphill, Stephanie. Your Own, Sylvia : A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath. YA 811 Hem. 
The author interprets the people, events, influences and art that made up the brief life of Sylvia Plath.
Herrick, Steven. The Wolf. YA F Her.

Sixteen-year-old Lucy, living in the shadow of her violent father, experiences a night of tenderness, danger, and revelation as she and Jake, her fifteen-year-old neighbor, search for a legendary wolf in the Australian outback.
*Hesse, Karen. Witness. YA F Hes.
A series of poems express the views of various people in a small Vermont town, including a young black girl and a young Jewish girl, during the early 1920s when the Ku Klux Klan is trying to infiltrate the town.
High, Linda Oatman. Sister Slam and the Poetic Motormouth Roadtrip. YA F Hig.

In this novel told in slam verse, best friends and aspiring poets Laura and Twig embark on a road trip after graduating from high school, from Pennsylvania to New York City, to compete at slam poetry events.

Hopkins, Ellen. Crank. YA F Hop.

Kristina Georgia Snow is the perfect daughter, gifted high school junior, quiet, never any trouble. But on a trip to visit her absentee father, Kristina disappears and Bree takes her place. Bree is the exact opposite of Kristina. Through a boy, Bree meets the monster: crank. And what begins as a wild ecstatic ride turns into a struggle through hell for her mind, her soul - her life.
Hopkins, Ellen. Impulse. YA F Hop.

Three teens who meet at Reno, Nevada's Aspen Springs mental hospital after each has attempted suicide connect with each other in a way they never have with their parents or anyone else in their lives.
Janeczko, Paul B. Worlds Afire. YA 811 Jan.

In this collection of eyewitness poems, the excitement and anticipation of attending the circus on July 6, 1944 in Hartford, Connecticut, turns to horror when a fire engulfs the circus tent, killing nearly 170 people, mostly women and children.

Johnson, Angela. The First Part Last. YA F Joh. 

Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter.

Levithan, David. The Realm of Possibility. YA F Lev.

A variety of students at the same high school describe their ideas, experiences, and relationships in a series of interconnected free verse stories.

Mack, Tracy. Birdland.  YA F Mac.

Haunted by the death of his older brother, 14-year-old New York City-native Jed spends his winter break filming a documentary of his neighborhood as recorded in his brother's journals and poems.
Mass, Wendy. Heaven Looks A Lot Like the Mall : A Novel. YA F Mas
When high school junior Tessa Reynolds falls into a coma after getting hit in the head during gym class, she experiences heaven as the mall where her parents work, and she revisits key events from her life, causing her to reevaluate herself and how she wants to live.
McCormick, Patricia. Sold. Ya F McC.

Thirteen-year-old Lakshmi leaves her poor mountain home in Nepal thinking that she is to work in the city as a maid only to find that she has been sold into the sex slave trade in India and that there is no hope of escape.
Merrell, Billy. Talking in the Dark. YA 811.6 Mer.

Presents a collection of poems in which the themes of love, sadness, and happiness are explored.

Myers, Walter Dean. Amiri and Odette : A Dance for Two. YA F Mye.

Presents a modern, urban retelling in verse of the ballet in which brave Amiri falls in love with beautiful Odette and fights evil Big Red for her on the streets of the Swan Lake Projects.
Myers, Walter Dean. Street Love. YA F Mye. 

This story told in free verse is set against a background of street gangs and poverty in Harlem in which seventeen-year-old African American Damien takes a bold step to ensure that he and his new love will not be separated.
Nelson, Marilyn. Carver: A Life in Poems. YA 811 Nel, Ju 811 Nel.

A compelling, lyrical account of the life of revered African-American botanist and inventor, George Washington Carver.

Rosenberg, Liz. 17: A Novel in Prose Poems. YA F Ros.

Seventeen-year-old Stephanie journeys from fall to spring and from childhood to womanhood as she experiences first love and deals with her fear of inheriting her mother's mental illness.
Rylant, Cynthia. God Went to Beauty School. YA F Ryl.

A novel in poems that reveal God's discovery of the wonders and pains in the world he has created.

Sandell, Lisa Ann. Song of the Sparrow. YA F San.
In fifth-century Britain, nine years after the destruction of their home on the island of Shalott brings her to live with her father and brothers in the military encampments of Arthur's army, seventeen-year-old Elaine describes her changing perceptions of war and the people around her as she becomes increasingly involved in the bitter struggle against the invading Saxons.
Sandell, Lisa Ann. The Weight of the Sky. YA F San.

A sixteen-year-old girl travels to Israel to spend the summer on a kibbutz and discovers who she is and what she wants out of life.
Schutz, Samantha. I Don't Want To Be Crazy.  YA 811.6 Sch.

This is a true story of growing up, breaking down, and coming to grips with a psychological disorder.

*Sones, Sonya. One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies. YA F Son.
Fifteen-year-old Ruby Milliken leaves her best friend, her boyfriend, her aunt, and her mother's grave in Boston and reluctantly flies to Los Angeles to live with her father, a famous movie star who divorced her mother before Ruby was born.
Sones, Sonya. What My Girlfriend Doesn't Know. YA F Son.
Fourteen-year-old Robin Murphy is so unpopular at high school that his name is slang for "loser," and so when he begins dating the beautiful and popular Sophie her reputation plummets, but he finds acceptance as a student in a drawing class at Harvard.
Stone, Tanya Lee. A Bad Boy Can Be Good For a Girl. YA F Sto.

Josie, Nicolette, and Aviva all get mixed up with a senior boy who can talk them into doing almost anything he wants. In a blur of high school hormones and personal doubt, each girl struggles with how much to give up and what ultimately to keep for herself.

*Testa, Maria. Almost Forever. YA F Tes.

A young girl describes what she, her brother, and their mother do during the year that her doctor father is serving in the Army in Vietnam.

*Turner, Ann. Hard Hit. YA F Tur.

A rising high school baseball star faces his most difficult challenge when his father is diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.

Wayland, April Halprin. Girl Coming in for a Landing: A Novel in Poems. YA 811 Way.

A collection of over 100 poems recounting the ups and downs of one adolescent girl's school year.
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Becoming Billie Holiday.  YA F Wea.

Jazz vocalist Billie Holiday looks back on her early years in this fictional memoir written in verse.
*Wild, Margaret. Jinx. YA F Wil.

With the help of her understanding mother and a close friend, Jen eventually outgrows her nickname, Jinx, and deals with the deaths of two boys with whom she had been involved. 

Williams, Julie. Escaping Tornado Season: A Story in Poems. YA 811 Wil.

Poems describe how thirteen-year-old Allie, living with her grandparents in a small Minnesota town in the 1960s, struggles to cope with her father's recent death, being abandoned by her mother, and trying to fit in at school.

Wolff, Virginia Euwer. Make Lemonade. YA PB Wol.  

Wolff's daring, blank verse novel is an eloquent, realistic portrait of a teenage mother struggling to keep ahead and a fourteen-year-old babysitter who tries to help her through love and understanding. 
Wolff, Virginia Euwer. This Full House. YA F Wol.

High-school-senior LaVaughn's perceptions and expectations of her life begin to change as she learns about the many unexpected connections between the people she loves best.
Wong, Joyce Lee. Seeing Emily. YA F Lee. Relates in free verse the experiences of sixteen-year-old Emily, a gifted artist and the daughter of immigrants to the United States, as she tries to reconcile her American self with her Chinese heritage.
Woodson, Jacqueline. Locomotion. YA F Woo, Ju F Woo.

Inspired by his teacher, eleven-year-old Lonnie begins to write about his life in a series of poems in which he discusses his feelings about his friends, his foster mom, his little sister Lili, and the death of his parents.

Wyeth, Sharon Dennis. Orphea Proud. YA F Wye.

While reciting her poetry at a club in Queens, New York, seventeen-year-old Orphea recounts her childhood in Pennsylvania, leaving after her parents and the girl she loves die, and learning about her family and herself while living with her great-aunts on a Virginia mountaintop.
Yu, Chun. Little Green : Growing Up During the Cultural Revolution. YA B Yu.
Chun Yu was born in China in 1966, the year the Great Cultural revolution began, and in spare poetry she remembers the first 10 years of her life. True to a child’s bewildered viewpoint, Yu gets across the grief at home and the school indoctrination.
* Also try other books by the same author
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