(    Teen Book List: What Would You Do?
A list of fiction with “ethical dilemmas” to read and think about what you might do in these situations in the stories. 
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak Ya F And

A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school. (Grade 9+)
Avi. Nothing But the Truth YA F Avi

A ninth-grader's suspension for singing "The Star-Spangled Banner" during homeroom becomes a national news story. (Grade 6+) 
Brooks, Kevin. Martyn Pig YA F Bro

Faced with the possibility of living with a dreadful aunt, fifteen-year-old Martyn Pig decides not to tell authorities when his alcoholic father dies accidentally, instead asking a friend for her help in disposing of the body. (Grade 6+)
Card, Orson Scott. Ender’s Game YA F Car

Child hero Ender Wiggin must fight a desperate battle against a deadly alien race if mankind is to survive. (Grade 6+)
Cormier, Robert. The Chocolate War YA F Cor

A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to join in the school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath of the school bullies. (Grade 6+)
Cormier, Robert. Tunes for Bears to Dance To YA F Cor

Eleven-year-old Henry escapes his family's problems by watching the woodcarving of Mr. Levine, an elderly Holocaust survivor, but when Henry is manipulated into betraying his friend he comes to know true evil. (Grade 6+)
Dickinson, Peter. Eva YA F Dic

After a terrible accident, a young girl wakes up to discover that she has been given the body of a chimpanzee. (Grade 7+)
Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion YA F Far

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States. (Grade 6+)
Fleischman, Paul. Whirligig YA F Fle

One decision, one action, one moment can change the world. At sixteen years old, Brent learns the hard way that all actions have consequences, but he finds it possible to learn, grow up, and admit the truth. (Grade 6+)
Flinn, Alexandria. Breaking Point YA F Fli

Fifteen-year-old Paul enters an exclusive private school and falls under the spell of a charismatic boy who may be using him. (Grade 9+)
Fox, Paula. One-Eyed Cat YA F Fox

An eleven-year-old shoots a stray cat with his new air rifle, subsequently suffers from guilt, and eventually assumes responsibility for it. (Grade 6+)
Giles, Gail. Shattering Glass YA F Gil

When Rob, the charismatic leader of the senior class, turns the school nerd into Prince Charming, his actions lead to unexpected violence. (Grade 9+)
Green, John. Looking for Alaska. YA F Gre

Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash. (Grade 10+)
Hanauer, Cathi. My Sister’s Bones YA F Han

The pressure is on high for fifteen year old Billie Weinstein, as she copes with her older sister’s out-of-control disturbing self-destructive eating disorder when she comes home from college weighing in at 95 pounds. Billie must also cope with the influence of a over-controlling father and a too-passive mother. (Grade 10+)
Hautman, Pete. Godless YA F Hau

When sixteen-year-old Jason Bock and his friends create their own religion to worship the town's water tower, what started out as a joke begins to take on a power of its own. (Grade 9+)
Keizer, Garret. The God of Beer YA F Kei

To complete a class assignment at his high school in rural Vermont, Kyle and his friends Quake and Diana do a social protest project involving alcohol. (Grade 9+)
Konigsburg, E.L. Silent to the Bone YA F Kon

When he is wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-sister, thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth about what really happened. (Grade 9+)
Korman, Gordon. Jake, Reinvented YA F Kor

Rick becomes friends with the popular new boy, Jake Garrett, football player and host of superlative parties, and in the process discovers the true nature of his schoolmates and uncovers the mystery of Jake's past. (Grade 9+)
Lowry, Lois. The Giver YA F Low

Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives. (Grade 6+)
Lubar, David. Dunk YA F Lub

While hoping to work as the clown in an amusement park dunk tank on the New Jersey shore the summer before his junior year in high school, Chad faces his best friend's serious illness, hassles with police, and the girl that got away. (Grade 9+)
Lynch, Chris. Inexcusable YA F Lyn

High school senior and football player Keir sets out to enjoy himself on graduation night, but when he attempts to comfort a friend whose date has left her stranded, things go terribly wrong. (Grade 10+)
Matson, Suzanne. The Tree Sitter YA F MAT

Julie Prince leaves Wellesley College and the rest of her over-privileged life and disapproving mother behind to follow Neil, an eco-activist who is passionate about saving forests. Her commitment to the cause comes into questions as some of the other tree-sitters move toward more violent tactics of action. (Grade 11+)
McDonald, Joyce. Shades of Simon Gray. YA F Gra

Seventeen-year-old Simon lies in a coma, finding his space and time overlapping with that of a man who was lynched over 200 years ago, while a member of the cheating ring he has been helping wonders if their actions have caused the plagues assaulting their New Jersey town. (Grade 7+)
McDonald, Joyce. Swallowing Stones YA F McD

Dual perspectives reveal the aftermath of seventeen-year-old Michael MacKenzie's birthday celebration during which he discharges an antique Winchester rifle and unknowingly kills the father of high school classmate Jenna Ward. (Grade 9+)
Myers, Walter Dean. Monster YA F Mye

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken. (Grade 9+)

Oates, Joyce Carol. Big Mouth & Ugly Girl YA F Oat

When sixteen-year-old Matt is falsely accused of threatening to blow up his high school and his friends turn against him, an unlikely classmate comes to his aid. (Grade 8+)
Packer, Ann. The Dive from Clausen’s Pier YA F Pac

When a young woman's fiancé dives into shallow water and becomes a quadriplegic, her future dramatically changes as well. Because she had doubts about the future of their long-term relationship before the accident, she is faced with a dilemma: be the long-suffering, loving, tragic girlfriend or pick up the pieces of her own life. (Grade 11+)
Peck, Robert Newton. A Day No Pigs Would Die JU F Pec

To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, maturity comes early as he learns "doing what's got to be done," especially regarding his pet pig who cannot produce a litter. (Grade 6+)
Plum-Ucci, Carol. The Body of Christopher Creed YA F Plu

Torey Adams, a high school junior with a seemingly perfect life, struggles with doubts and questions surrounding the mysterious disappearance of the class outcast. (Grade 8+)
Plum-Ucci, Carol. What Happened to Lani Garver? YA F Plu
Sixteen-year-old Claire is unable to face her fears about a recurrence of her leukemia, her eating disorder, her need to fit in with the popular crowd on Hackett Island, and her mother's alcoholism until the enigmatic Lani Garver helps her get control of her life at the risk of his own. (Grade 9+)
Simmons, Michael. Vandal YA F SIM

The love-hate relationship between high school musician Will and his older brother Jason is fueled by the abuse Will suffers at Jason's hands but a devastating accident changes the everything for the boys and their family.

Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl JU F Spi

In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever. (Grade 6+)
Spinelli, Jerry. Wringer JU F Spi

As Palmer comes of age, he must either accept the violence of being a wringer at his town's annual Pigeon Day or find the courage to oppose it. (Grade 6+)
Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral YA F Tru

Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot function, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him. (Grade 9+)
Tomey, Ingrid. Nobody Else has to Know YA F Ing

Fifteen-year-old Webber must either live with guilt or tell the truth about who was driving his grandfather's car when it struck and seriously injured a little girl. (Grade 7+)
Walters, Eric. Juice YA F Wal

When a new coach comes to their school, Michael and his teammates are convinced that steroids are the way to compete. (Grade 6+)
Whelan, Gloria. Homeless Bird YA F Whe

When thirteen-year-old Koly enters into an ill-fated arranged marriage, she must either suffer a destiny dictated by India's tradition or find the courage to oppose it. (Grade 6+)
Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush YA F Woo

Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life changed when her father stands up for truth over consequences and her family enters the witness protection program. (Grade 6+)
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