Sports Fiction, NonFiction & DVDs For Teens & Young Adults

A Princeton Public Library Booklist (
FICTION
Baseball
Chabon, Michael. Summerland. Ethan Feld, the worst baseball player in the history of the game, finds himself recruited by a 100-year-old scout to help a band of fairies triumph over an ancient enemy. YA F Cha; JU F Cha;, F Cha.
Deuker, Carl. Heart of a champion. Seth faces a strain on his friendship with Jimmy, who is both a baseball champion and something of an irresponsible fool, when Jimmy is kicked off the team. YA Deu; JU F Deu. Also see: High Heat.
Gratz, Alan. Samurai Shortstop. While obtaining a Western education at a prestigious Japanese boarding school in 1890, sixteen-year-old Toyo also receives traditional samurai training which has profound effects on both his baseball game and his relationship with his father. YA F G.
Lupika, Mike. Heat. Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social services after being banned from playing Little League baseball because rival coaches doubt he is only twelve years old and he has no parents to offer them proof. YA F Lup.
Plimpton, George. The Curious Case of Sidd Finch. Sidd(hartha) Finch is a British-born Buddhist monk whose ability to throw the ball derives from his religious training in Tibet. Even though he has no professional experience, and does not even know the rules of the game, he is recruited by the New York Mets because he pitches a baseball 50 mph faster than anyone really can. YA F Pli.
Ritter, John H. Under the Baseball Moon. Andy and Glory, two fifteen-year-olds from Ocean Beach, California, pursue their respective dreams of becoming a famous musician and a professional softball player. YA F Rit.

Trueman, Terry. 7 Days at the Hot Corner. Varsity baseball player Scott Latimer struggles with his own prejudices and those of others when his best friend reveals that he is gay. YA F Tru.
Turner, Ann Warren. Hard Hit. A rising high school baseball star faces his most difficult challenge when his father is diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. YA F Tur.

Walters, Eric. Juice. When a new coach comes to their school, Michael and his teammates are convinced that steroids are the way to compete. YA F Wal.
*For more YA Baseball fiction, see TAKE ME OUT TO THE LIBRARY – Baseball Fiction forTeens, available at: http://www.princetonlibrary.org/baseball/documents/booklist_teenbaseballfiction.doc
Basketball

Alphin, Elaine Marie. The Perfect Shot. Brian uses basketball to block out memories of his girlfriend and her family who were gunned down a year ago, but the upcoming murder trial and a high school history assignment force him to face the past and decide how far he should go to see justice served. Includes facts about miscarriages of justice in American history.

Conroy, Pat. My Losing Season. In this coming-of-age story about basketball family, love, and life itself, Conroy writes about his experiences during a fateful season as captain of the Citidel. YA B Con. 
Deuker, Carl. Night Hoops. While trying to prove that he is good enough to on his high school's varsity basketball team, Nick must also deal with his parents' divorce and the erractic behavior of a troubled classmate who lives across the street. YA F Deu, YA PB Deu. Also see On the Devil’s Court.
Krech, Bob. Rebound. Determined to make the varsity basketball team, seventeen-year-old Ray finds his efforts to play both hindered and helped by the atmosphere of racism in his town. YA F Kre.

Meyers, Walter Dean. Slam! Sixteen-year-old "Slam" Harris is counting on his noteworthy basketball talents to get him out of the inner city and give him a chance to succeed in life, but his coach sees things differently. YA F Mey. Also see Hoops.
Lupica, Mike. Travel Team. After he is cut from his travel basketball team--the very same team that his father once led to national prominence--twelve-year-old Danny Walker forms his own team of cast-offs that might have a shot at victory. YA F Lup.

Pena, Matt de la. Ball Don’t Lie. Seventeen-year-old Sticky lives for basketball and plays at school and at the Lincoln Rec Center in Los Angeles but he is unaware of the many dangers--including his own past--that threaten his dream of playing professionally. YA F Pen.
Sweeney, Joyce. Players. Eighteen-year-old Corey sees a threat to his dream of winning the basketball championship when he discovers that the new player on his team is a girl-stealing, friend-framing, team-destroying force of evil. YA F Swe.
Volponi, Paul. Black and White. Two star high school basketball players, one black and one white, experience the justice system differently after committing a crime together and getting caught. YA F Vol.

Wallace, Rich. Playing Without the Ball.  Feeling abandoned by his parents, who have gone their separate ways and left him behind in a small Pennsylvania town, seventeen-year-old Jay finds hope for the future in a church-sponsored basketball team and a female friend. YA F Wal.
Football

Bloor, Edward. Tangerine. Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. YA F Blo.
Carter, Alden R. Love, Football, and Other Contact Sports. Here are stories of students from one end of the social spectrum to the other. Jock to loner, academic snob to outcast, Carter explores and shatters the stereotypes behind the relationships, friends, rumors, peer pressure, sports, bullies, and other assorted forms of mental anguish that come with high school. YA F Car.
Cochran, Thomas. Roughtnecks. Travis Cody prepares for the final game of his high school football career, a rematch with his school’s chief rival. YA PB Coc.

Coy, John. Crackback. Miles barely recalls when football was fun after being sidelined by a new coach, constantly criticized by his father, and pressured by his best friend to take performance-enhancing drugs. YA F. 
Crutcher, Chris. Running Loose. Louie, a high school senior in a small Idaho town, learns about sportsmanship, love, and death as he matures into manhood. YA F Cru.

Hautman, Peter. Rash. In a future society that has decided it would "rather be safe than free," and sports are either outlawed or radically changed, sixteen-year-old Bo's anger control problems land him in a tundra jail. Recruited to play (illegal) football by a sadistic coach, he survives with the help of his running skills and an artificial intelligence program named Bork. YA F Hau; YA CD F Hau.
Jenkins, A.M. Damage. Seventeen-year-old football hero Austin, trying to understand the inexplicable depression that has drained his interest in life, thinks that he has found relief in a girl who seems very special. YA F Jen, YA PB Jen.

Korman, Gordon. No More Dead Dogs. Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced to detention attending rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his life as well. YA F Kor.
Lee, Marie G. Necessary Roughness. Sixteen-year-old Korean American Chan moves from Los Angeles to a small town in Minnesota, where he must cope not only with racism on the football team but also with the tensions in his relationship with his strict father. YA PB Lee.

Lynch, Chris. Inexcusable. High school senior and football player Keir sets out to enjoy himself on graduation night, but when he attempts to comfort a friend whose date has left her stranded, things go terribly wrong. YA F Lyn.
Murdock, Catherine Gilbert. Dairy Queen. After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her. YA F Mur. Also see the sequel: The Off Season. YA F Mur.
Walters, Eric. Juice. When a new coach comes to their school, Michael and his teammates are convinced that steroids are the way to compete. YA F Wal.
Soccer
Bloor, Edward. Tangerine. Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. YA F Blo.
Esckilsen, Erik E. Offsides: A Novel. Tom Gray, a Mohawk Indian and star soccer player, moves to a new high school and refuses to play for the Warriors with their insulting mascot. YA F Esc.
Fitzgerald, Dawn. Soccer Chick Rules. While trying to focus on a winning soccer season, thirteen-year-old Tess becomes involved in local politics when she learns that all sports programs at her school will be stopped unless a tax levy is passed.  YA F Fit.

Klass, David. Home of the Braves. Eighteen-year-old Joe, captain of the soccer team, is dismayed when a hotshot player shows up from Brazil and threatens to take over both the team and the girl whom Joe hopes to date. YA F Kla.
Peet, Mal. Keeper. In an interview with a young journalist, World Cup hero, El Gato, describes his youth in the Brazilian rain forest and the events, experiences, and people that helped make him a great goalkeeper and renowned soccer star. YA F Pee.
Swanson, Julie A. Going for the Record. Seventeen-year-old Leah's chance to make the national soccer team does not seem so important when she learns that her father has cancer and may only have months to live. YA F Swa.
Swimming

Coleman, Evelyn. Born in Sin. Despite serious obstacles and setbacks, fourteen-year-old Keisha pursues her dream of becoming an Olympic swimmer and medical doctor. YA F Col.
Crutcher, Chris. Whale Talk. Intellectually and athletically gifted, TJ, a multiracial, adopted teenager, shuns organized sports and the gung-ho athletes at his high school until he agrees to form a swimming team and recruits some of the school's less popular students. YA F Cru. Also see: Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes YA F Cru;and Stotan! YA PB Cru.

Many, Paul. These Are the Rules. Having quit his school's swim team, Colm tries to swim the lake at his family's summer home, at the same time working on his difficult relationship with his father and pondering the mystery of girls. YA F Man.
Rottman, S.L. Head Above Water. Skye, a high school junior, tries to find the time for both family obligations and personal interests, which include caring for her brother who has Down's Syndrome, dating her first boyfriend, and swimming competitively. YA F Rot.

General Sports & Athletics
Bo, Ben. The Edge. A teenaged gang member accused of various crimes finds redemption working and snowboarding at a ski lodge in the mountains surrounding Canada's Glacier National Park. YA F Bo.
Bo, Ben. Skullcrack. Jonah, a troubled boy who escapes from his dreary life with an alcoholic father by surfing on the coast of Ireland, discovers that he has a twin sister with whom he has an unusual mental link. YA F Bo.

Crutcher, Chris. Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories. A collection of short stories featuring characters from earlier books by Chris Crutcher. YA F Cru; YA PB Cru.
Crutcher, Chris. Ironman. While training for a triathlon, seventeen-year-old Bo attends an anger management group at school which leads him to examine his relationship with his father. YA F Cru.
Deuker, Carl. Runner. Living with his alcoholic father on a broken-down sailboat on Puget Sound has been hard on seventeen-year-old Chance Taylor, but when his love of running leads to a high-paying job, he quickly learns that the money is not worth the risk. YA F Deu. 
Feinstein, John. Vanishing Act. Eighth-grade sports reporters Susan Carol and Stevie reunite at the U.S. Open tennis championships where they investigate the mysterious disappearance of a top Russian player. YA F Fei.
Hughes, Pat. Open Ice. Hockey has been Nick Taglio's life since he was five years old, so when a massive concussion benches him--possibly for good--everything seems to fall apart, including his schoolwork, his family relationships, his friendships, and his love life. YA F Hug.
Levy, Marilyn. Run for Your Life. While living in a housing project in Oakland, California, thirteen-year-old Kisha joins a track team which helps her discover that she can be a winner. YA PB Lev.
Lipsyte, Robert. The Brave. Having left the Indian reservation for the streets of New York, seventeen-year-old boxer Sonny Bear tries to harness his inner rage by training with Alfred Brooks, who has left the sport to become a policeman. YA F Lip. Also see: The Chief YA F Lip; and The Contender YA F Lip.
Lynch, Chris. Slot Machine. When overweight thirteen-year-old Elvin Bishop is sent to camp at St. Paul's Seminary Retreat Center, he and his two best friends are forced to try out various sports in order to find out where they belong. YA PB Lyn.
Nelson, Blake. Paranoid Park. A sixteen-year-old Portland, Oregon skateboarder, whose parents are going through a difficult divorce, is engulfed by guilt and confusion when he accidentally kills a security guard at a train yard. YA F Nel. 

Orr, Wendy. Peeling the Onion. Following an automobile accident in which her neck is broken, a teenage karate champion begins a long and painful recovery with the help of her family. YA PB Orr.

Paulsen, Gary. How Angel Peterson got his Name: And Other Outrageous Tales About Extreme Sports. Author Gary Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern Minnesota in the late 1940s and early 1950s, such as skiing behind a souped-up car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel.
Rottman, S.L. Rough Waters. After their parents' death in an automobile accident, two teenage brothers are sent to Colorado to live with an estranged uncle, owner of a white water rafting outfit. YA F Rot.

Voigt, Cynthia. The Runner. As a dedicated runner, a teenage boy has always managed to distance himself from other people until the experience of coaching one of his teammates on the track team gradually helps him see the value of giving and receiving. YA F Voi.

Wallace, Rich. Wrestling Sturbridge. Stuck in a small town where no one ever leaves and relegated by his wrestling coach to sit on the bench while his best friend becomes state champion, Ben decides he can’t let his last high school wrestling season slip by without challenging his friend and the future. YA PB Wal.

Zusak, Markus. Fighting Ruben Wolfe. Partly because of their family's poor finances and partly to prove themselves, brothers Ruben and Cameron take jobs as fighters and find themselves reacting very differently in the boxing ring. YA F Zus; YA PB Zus.

NONFICTION
Best Shots: The Greatest NFL Photography of the Century. Pro football is a spectacle in which majestic grace collides headlong with brutal force. It is smiles and frowns, exchanging positions over the course of 60 warlike minutes. It is teammates and opponents, stars and nonstars, performing and reacting on stage under the spotlight of sometimes-unimaginable pressure. And all of it has been captured on film, preserved, and retained for those who would like to take a long, loving look at the soul of the game. YA F 796.332 Bes.
Blumenthal, Karen. Let Me Play: The Story of Title IX: The Law that Changed the Future of Girls in America. A few decades ago girls were limited as to which sports they were allowed to participate in until Congress passed a law called "Title IX." YA 796 Blu.

Chastain, Brandi. It’s Not about the Bra: How to Play Hard, Play Fair, and Put the Fun Back into Competitive Sports. World Cup athlete Chastain teaches young athletes how to develop leadership skills, find (and become) role models, and give something back to their team and community. Whether it's Little League baseball, Pop Warner football, or, especially, top-flight youth soccer, Chastain offers a blueprint for kids and parents alike on how to play fair, win (and lose) with grace, and, above all, how to have a good time doing it. YA 175 Cha.
Connolly, Helen. Field Hockey: Rules, Tips, Strategy, and Safety. Provides a brief history of field hockey as well as rules of play, equipment needed, and safety. YA 797.3 Gre. 

Davis, James. Skateboarding Is Not a Crime: 50 Years of Street Culture. Skateboarding is a sport with its own philosophy and culture and these are explored in this book along with the history, and skateboarding technique instructions. Dramatic action photography throughout. YA 796.22 Dav.

Giddens, Sandra. Volleyball: Rules, Tips, Strategy, and Safety. Provides a brief history of volleyball as well as the rules of play, equipment needed, and safety. YA 796.325 Gid. 

Grabowski, John F. Boxing. Discusses the origins and evolution of the sport of boxing, as well as memorable events and key personalities in the game's history. YA 796.83 Gra.

Green, Naima. Surfing: Rules, Tips, Strategy, and Safety. Provides a brief history of surfing as well as equipment needed, and safety. YA 797.3 Gre. 
Hayhurst, Chris. Lacrosse: Rules, Tips, Strategy, and Safety. Provides a brief history of lacrosse as well as the rules, strategies, equipment, and safety concerns. YA 796.34 Hay.

Stanton, Tom. Hank Aaron and the Home Run That Changed America. Tells the compelling story behind Aaron’s journey to beat Babe Ruth’s home run record. YA 796.357 Sta.

DVDs
Dogtown and Z-boys. Documentary about a gang of kids who virtually revolutionized skateboarding with an aggressive style, awe-inspiring moves and street smarts, and in the process, transformed youth culture forever. Captures the rise of the Zephyr skateboarding team from Venice's Dogtown, a tough "locals only" beach with a legacy of outlaw surfing, who used abandoned swimming pools to sharpen their skills. YA DVD 796.22 Dog.

First Descent: The Story of the Snowboarding Revolution. Features some of the most jaw-dropping snowboard footage ever filmed and explores the rapid evolution of snowboarding from an underground American movement to a full-fledged global phenomenon. YA DVD 796.93 Fir.
The Globe: World Cup Skateboarding “Street Riot”.  Melbourne, Australia, Valentine's day 2004. Pro skaters one of the most insane street-styled contest courses ever created. Jam-based competition skateboarding and one of the craziest street riots in the istory of the sport.  YA DVD 796.22 Glo.
Strapped: The Evolution of Tow-in Surfing. Introduces the innovators of big-wave surfing, including Laird Hamilton, Dave Kalama, and Rush Randall. Eight dedicated individuals figured out this unique method of surfing in order to catch the gigantic waves. Filmed in Maui. Including footage of some of the biggest waves ever surfed, progressive moves, and experimental surfing tactics. The film also features the music of U2, Endo, and Grand Theft Auto. YA DVD 797.32 Str.
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