Action & Adventure

Fast-Moving Fiction for Young Adults

A Princeton Public Library Booklist (
Butcher, A.J. Spy High: Mission One (Little Brown, 2004) YA F But. As students at a special high school that trains them to be secret agents, six teenagers struggle to complete the training exercises as a team before being sent out into the field to sink or swim.
Card, Orson Scott. Ender’s Game (Tor, 1977) YA F Car. Child hero Ender Wiggin must fight a desperate battle against a deadly alien race if mankind is to survive.
Cole, Stephen. Thieves Like Us (Bloomsbury, 2006) YA F Col. A mysterious benefactor hand-picks a group of teen geniuses to follow a set of clues leading to the secrets of everlasting life, secrets which they must steal and for which they risk being killed.

Farmer, Nancy. The House of the Scorpion (Atheneum, 2002) YA F Far. In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States.
Gaiman, Neil. Interworld (Eos, 2007) YA F Gai. At nearly fifteen years of age, Joey Harker learns that he is a Walker, able to travel between dimensions, and soon joins a team of different versions of himself, each from another dimension, to fight the evil forces striving to conquer all the worlds.
Goldman, William. The Princess Bride (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1973) YA PB Gol. S. Morgenstern’s classic tale of True Love and High Adventure.
Gross, Phillip. The Lastling (Clarion, 2006) YA F Gro. Having traveled to a war-torn area of the Himalayas with her uncle to hunt exotic game, fourteen-year-old Paris befriends a lost twelve-year-old Buddhist monk and a young yeti, from whom she learns about humanity and friendship.
Hesse, Karen. Stowaway (Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2000) YA F Hes. A fictionalized journal relates the experiences of a young stowaway from 1768 to 1771 aboard the Endeavor which sailed around the world under Captain James Cook.
Higson, Charlie. Silver Fin: A James Bond Adventure (Hyperion Books for Children, 2005) YA F Hig. This prequel to the adventures of James Bond, 007, introduces us to the young James when he's just started boarding school in England and is about to become involved in his first adventure. Book one of the Young Bond series.

Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker (Philomel, 2001) YA F Hor. After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.  Also see five sequels and the graphic novel version. 
Klass, David. Firestorm (Frances Foster Books, 2006) YA F Kla. After learning that he has been sent from the future for a special purpose, eighteen-year-old Jack receives help from an unusual dog and a shape-shifting female fighter.
Lisle, Janet Taylor. Black Duck (Philomel, 2006) JU F Lis. Years afterwards, Ruben Hart tells the story of how, in 1929 Newport, Rhode Island, his family and his best friend's family were caught up in the violent competition among groups trying to control the local rum-smuggling trade.
Meyer, L.A. Bloody Jack : being an account of the curious adventures of Mary "Jacky" Faber, Ship's Boy (Harcourt, 2002) YA F Mey. Reduced to begging and thievery in the streets of London, a thirteen-year-old orphan disguises herself as a boy and connives her way onto a British warship set for high sea adventure in search of pirates.
Mikaelsen, Ben. Sparrow Hawk Red. (Hyperion, 1993) JU F Mik. Thirteen-year-old Ricky, the Mexican American son of a former Drug Enforcement Agency man, tries to avenge his mother's murder by crossing over into Mexico to steal a high-tech radar plane from drug smugglers.
Mowll, Joshua. Operation Red Jericho (Candlewick Press, 2005) JU F Mow. The posthumous papers of Rebecca MacKenzie document her adventures, along with her brother Doug, in 1920s China as the teenaged siblings are sent to live aboard their uncle's ship where they become involved in the dangerous activities of a mysterious secret society called the Honourable Guild of Specialists.
Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn (Eos, 2004) YA F Opp. Matt Cruse works as a cabin boy on a luxury airship. One day, he meets a dying balloonist who rants about mysterious and beautiful creatures soaring through the air, above an uncharted island. It is not until Matt meets the man's granddaughter a year later that he discovers that the man's seemingly crazy ravings may be true.
Patterson, James. Maximum Ride: the Angel Experiment (Little, Brown 2005) YA F Pat. 98% human, 2% bird, these lab-experiment “angels” are about to set out on a heart-stopping adventure.  One of several Maximum Ride novels.
Paulsen, Gary. Hatchet (Bradbury Press, 1987) YA and JU F Pau. After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning to survive initially with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce.
Sleator, William. Strange Attractors. (Dutton, 1990) JU F Slea. Max finds himself in possession of a time travel device which is eagerly sought by two desperate men, the scientist who invented it and the scientist's alter ego from a different timeline. 
Sniegoski, Tom. Sleeper Code (Razorbill, 2006) YA F Sni. Just when he has met a beautiful girl and his outlook is improving, sixteen-year-old narcoleptic Tom Lovett begins to suspect that his dreams and hallucinations of killing people may be something more real and terrifying. Part one in The Sleeper Conspiracy.
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Stevenson, Robert Louis. Kidnapped YA PB Ste. This book remains one of the classic coming-of-age stories for children and young adults. After the death of his father, David Balfour sets out to meet his uncle and claim his inheritance. This adventure takes him through the highlands of Scotland where he embarks upon a long journey back from treachery and deceit.
Walden, Mark. H.I.V.E. (Higher Institute of Villainous Education) (Simon & Schuster Children's Pub. 2007) YA F Wal. Oliver Malpense is the perfect candidate to become the world’s next supervillain, but is his villain school all it’s cracked up to be?  
Westerfield, Scott. Uglies (Simon Pulse, 2005) YA F Wes. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty. But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants to be pretty. When Shay runs away, the authorities offer Tally the worst choice she can imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn pretty at all. The first book in a trilogy.
Yancey, Rick. The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp (Bloomsbury, 2005) YA F Lar. Through a series of dangerous and violent misadventures, teenage loser Alfred Kropp rescues King Arthur's legendary sword Excalibur from the forces of evil.
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