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Ask Me No Questions

By Marina Budhos

Grades 7-10. Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave Bangladesh for New York City, but the expiration of their visas and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, sorrow, and terror for the whole family.
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Code Orange

By Caroline B. Cooney

Grades 6 and up. While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope containing 100-year-old smallpox scabs and fears that he has infected himself and all of New York City.
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What is the What: The Autobiography of Valentino Achak Deng: A Novel

By Dave Eggers

Grades 10 and up. A refuge of the Sudanese civil war fleeing from his village in the mid-1980s, Deng becomes one of the so-called Lost Boys - children pursued by militias, government soldiers, lions and hyenas and myriad diseases, in their search for sanctuary, first in Ethiopia and then Kenya. Eventually Deng is resettled in the United States with almost 4,000 other young Sudanese men, and a very different struggle begins.
F Egg
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The Breadwinner

By Deborah Ellis

Grades 5 and up. Young Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment building in Kabul, Afghanistan. Because Parvana's father has a foreign education, he is arrested by the Taliban. The family becomes increasingly desperate until Parvana conceives a plan.
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Endgame

By Nancy Garden

Grades 9 and up. Fifteen-year-old Gray Wilton, bullied at school and ridiculed by an unfeeling father for preferring drums to hunting, goes on a shooting rampage at his high school.
YA F Gar
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The Kite Runner

By Khaled Hosseini

Grades 10 and up. Traces the unlikely friendship of a wealthy Afghan youth and a servant's son in a tale that spans the final days of Afghanistan's monarchy through the atrocities of the present day.
F Hoss
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Beasts of No Nation

By Uzodinma Iweala

Grades 10 and up. Agu, a young boy in an unnamed West African nation, is recruited into a unit of guerrilla fighters as civil war engulfs his country. Haunted by his father's own death at the hands of militants, which he fled just before witnessing, Agu is vulnerable to the dangerous yet paternal nature of his new commander. F Iwe
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Over a Thousand Hills I Walk with You

By Hanna Jansen; translated from the German by Elizabeth D. Crawford
Grades 9 and up. Based on the memories of the author’s adopted Tutsi daughter, this fictionalized biography tells the story of eight year old Jeanne as she witnesses the murder of her family and destruction of her home during the 1994 genocide.
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Sold

By Patricia McCormick

Grades 8 and up. Sold into prostitution, Lakshmi lives a nightmare and gradually forms friendships with the other girls that enable her to survive in this terrifying new world. Then the day comes when she must make a decision to risk everything for a chance to reclaim her life.
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 The Road

By Cormac McCarthy

Grades 10 and up. A father and his son walk alone through burned America. They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged food-and each other…an unflinching meditation on the worst and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.
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Our Stories, Our Songs: African Children Talk About AIDS

By Deborah Ellis
Grades 6 and up. In Sub-Saharan Africa, there are more than 11.5 million orphans. The AIDS pandemic has claimed their parents, their aunts, and their uncles. What is life like for these children? Who do they care for, and who cares for them? Come and meet them. They might surprise you.
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Come Back to Afghanistan: A California Teenager's Story

By Said Hyder Akbar and Susan Burton

Grades 8 and up. The author describes his experiences as he traveled to Afghanistan with his father, who was the spokesman for President Hamid Karzai and then became the governor of Kunar. The intimate and riveting chronicle of an extraordinarily courageous Afghan American teenager coming of age in post 9/11 Afghanistan.
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A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

By Ishmael Beah
Grades 10 and up. Ishmael Beah, now twenty-six years old, tells a story: at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. At sixteen, he was removed from fighting by UNICEF, and through the help of the staff at his rehabilitation center, he learned how to forgive himself, to regain his humanity, and finally, to heal.
Non-F 966.404 Bea
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