
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Pirate Stories for grades 4-6 
A Princeton Public Library Booklist � 
 
The secrets of the pirate inn. / Frank Aloise. Until three curious children become involved in the 
mystery, their eccentric and forgetful eighty-eight-year-old uncle has only a nonsense counting rhyme as 

a clue to where he hid his sizable treasure.  JU F Alo 

 
Pirate royal / John and Patricia Beatty. After being unjustly accused of theft, imprisoned, and sold as 
a bondservant, a seventeenth-century English youth joins a band of pirates.  JU F Bea 

 

The mystery of the black moriah / David A. Crossman. Bean, Ab and their friend, Spooky, are 
looking for pirate's treasure and learn about the life of a pirate, who lived on Penobscot Island. JU F Cro M 
 

The 13th floor : a ghost story / Sid Fleischman . When his older sister disappears, twelve-year-old 
Buddy Stebbins follows her back in time and finds himself aboard a seventeenth-century pirate ship 

captained by a distant relative.  JU F Fle 

 
The ghost in the noonday sun] / Sid Fleischman. Twelve-year-old Oliver tries to escape from pirates 
who take him to an island to find the ghost and treasure of Gentleman Jack.  JU F Fle 

 
Violet and the mean and rotten pirates / Richard Hamilton.  A group of unusual pirates, whose 
captain cannot stand the sight of blood, finds a baby girl stranded aboard an empty ship and decides to 

raise her.  JU PB Ham 

 
Jack Black and the ship of thieves / Carol Hughes. Having fallen from his father's airship, Jack 
blunders into a feud between a pirate ship and a deadly ocean-going war machine and encounters danger, 

intrigue, and treachery.  JU F Hug 

 
Robin Hook, pirate hunter! / Eric A. Kimmel. A kind and honest young pirate and his ragamuffin crew 
thwart evil pirates by rescuing and giving riches to the innocent and the poor.  JU F Kim 

 
Jolly Roger and the pirates of Abdul the Skinhead / Colin McNaughton. Eager to leave the 
hardships of home, Roger becomes part of a pirate crew only to discover his long-lost father.  JU F McN 

The pirates' mixed-up voyage / by Margaret Mahy. Captain Wafer and the crew of the Sinful Sausage 
set sail for the Thousand Islands with a plot to kidnap a famous inventor, only to be thwarted by a witch, 

a firedrake, and the dastardly Dr. Silkweed.  JU F Mah 

 
Jim Davis : a high-sea adventure / John Masefield Jim Davis is a twelve-year-old boy whose life 
takes a terrifying turn when he stumbles upon a ring of pirates.  JU F Mas 

 
The pirate's son / Geraldine McCaughrean. Left penniless in eighteenth century England, fourteen-
year-old Nathan Gull and his mousy sister Maud accompany Tamo, the son of a notorious pirate, to his 



homeland of Madagascar where they are all changed by their encounter with Tamo's dangerous past.  JU F 

McC 

 
The voyage of the Arctic Tern / Hugh Montgomery. A simple fisherman betrays his village for a 
handful of jewels, a group of courageous Englishmen foils a traitorous Spanish pirate, and a lost soul 

seeks to redress an ancient wrong by finding a treasure chest.  JU F Mon 

 
The man with the silver oar / Robin Moore. In 1718, fifteen-year-old Daniel leaves his guardian 
uncle's Quaker household to stowaway on a ship in pursuit of a pirate captain bent on raiding the coast of 

North America.  JU F Moo 

 
Pirate diary: the journal of Jake Carpenter / Richard Platt. The fictional diary of a ten-year-old boy 
who, in 1716 sets off from North Carolina to become a sailor, but ends up a pirate instead.  JU F Pla 
 
Howard Pyle's Book of pirates; fiction, fact & fancy concerning the buccaneers & marooners of 
the Spanish main: from the writing & pictures of Howard Pyle: comp. by Merle Johnson. JU F Pyl 
 

Treasure Island / by Robert Louis Stevenson. While going through the possessions of a deceased 
guest who owed them money, the mistress of the inn and her son find a treasure map that leads to a 

pirate fortune as well as great danger.  JU F Ste 

 
Mutiny! / Brad Strickland and Thomas E. Fuller. "The lawless Caribbean of the 1680s is a hotbed of 
sailors, spies, and pirate gold, where the line between patriot and privateer is a thin one. New to this 

exciting and dangerous world, fourteen-year-old orphan Davy Shea arrives a the home of his disreputable 

uncle Patch..."  JU  F Str 

 
Leopard's prey /Leonard Wibberley. An orphan is pressed into service as a powderboy on a British 
ship and later into service on a Haitian pirate ship before he finally returns to relatives in Salem, 

Massachusetts.  JU F Wib 

 
The crime of Martin Coverly / Leonard Wibberley. After being visited by a man in 18th-century 
clothing, 15-year-old Nick finds himself aboard his uncle's pirate ship in the 1720's.  JU F Wib 

 

The ballad of the pirate queens / Jane Yolen . Two women who sailed with Calico Jack Rackham and 
his pirates in the early 1700s do their best to defend their ship while the men on board are busy drinking.  

JU F Yol 

 

Pirate diary : the journal of Jake Carpenter / Richard Platt. Diary of a ten-year-old boy who, in 
1716 sets off from North Carolina to become a sailor, but ends up a pirate instead. JU F Pla Oversize 

         

Pirates / Joshua B. Feder. A pirate primer. JU 364.164 Fed 
 

Pirates in Panama / F. N. Monjo. When the pirate Henry Morgan attacks Panama, Brother John 
succeeds not only in hiding the church's gold altar from the pirates but also in begging gold from them.  

JU 398.2 Mon 

 
The barefoot book of pirates / Richard Walker. Swashbuckling collection of retold pirate tales.  JU 
398.2 Wal 

 
The pirates of Penzance : the story of the Gilbert & Sullivan operetta / Ward Botsford ; Retells in 
prose the story about a group of pirates who can't seem to make piracy pay and who fall in love with the 

ten daughters of a major general. JU 782.813 Bot 

 

The book of pirates / Michael Hague. A literary collection of pirates. JU 808.8 Boo 
 
Pirates, pirates, pirates; stories of cutlasses and corsairs, buried treasure and buccaneers, 
ships and swashbucklers. / Manning De V. Lee.  JU 808.83 Pir 
 



Sir Francis Drake : his daring deeds / Roy Gerrard. Retells in poetry the adventures of the first 
Englishman to sail around the world; helped to defeat the Spanish Armada; and who, encouraged by 

Queen Elizabeth I, was a feared pirate in his time. JU 821 Ger 

 
The search for gold / Nicola Barber  Surveys the activities of the explorers and pirates who went in 
search of gold and describes the unsolved mysteries of lost treasures of the world.  JU 904 Bar 

 
The world of the pirate / Val Garwood. Relates the history of sea robbers who plundered ships' 
cargoes since ancient times, who flourished in the New World, and who remain active today.  JU 910.45 

Gar 

 

Life among the pirates / Stuart A. Kallen. Facts and myths about pirates who sailed and plundered on 
the seas from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century.  JU 910.45 Kal 
 
Everything I know about pirates : a collection of made-up facts, educated guesses, and silly 
pictures about bad guys of the high seas / Tom Lichtenheld.  JU 910.45 Lic 
 
The pirate's handbook / Margarette Lincoln.  JU 910.45 Lin 
 
Pirates! : raiders of the high seas / Christopher Maynard.  JU 910.45 May 
 
Pirates / Karen McWilliams. Describes the ships, social conditions, rules, and behavior of pirates and 
includes stories from the lives of Blackbeard, Samuel Bellamy, and the female pirates Mary Read and Anne 

Bonny.  JU 910.45 McW 

 
Pirates / Philip Steele  Discusses when and where pirates typically lived and what their activities were.  
JU 910.45 Ste 

 
Women pirates : eight stories of adventure / Myra Weath  Life stories of eight notorious women 
pirates, including Grace O'Malley, Anne Bonny, and Cheng I Sao.  JU 910.45 Wea 

 
Pirates of the Spanish main, by the editors of American heritage. Narrative by Hamilton 
Cochran in consultation with Robert I. Nesmith. JU 910.453.AME 
 
 The sea rovers : pirates, privateers, and buccaneers / Albert Marrin. Discusses Drake, Morgan, 
Blackbeard, and other pirates and privateers who have roamed the sea since 1500.  JU 910.453 Mar 
 
Buccaneers and pirates of our coasts / Frank Richard Stockton.  JU 910.453 Sto  
 
Famous pirates of the New World. / ABC Whipple  JU 910.453 Whi 
 
The pirate queen / Emily Arnold McCully. Recounts the life of the renowned sixteenth-century Irish 
woman pirate.  JU B Oma 

 

The secrets of the pirate inn. / Frank Aloise. Until three curious children become involved in the 
mystery, their eccentric and forgetful eighty-eight-year-old uncle has only a nonsense counting rhyme as 
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a bondservant, a seventeenth-century English youth joins a band of pirates.  JU F Bea 
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